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Regards once again to all our readers.  We are now well into 2011 and 

itõs great that we are slowly emerging from the dark, cold days of winter 

and can look forward to some, hopefully, more pleasant weather. 

This edition has some great contributions from several of our stalwarts 

and I thank them all.  It would be really nice to receive some articles & 

pictures from new contributors, so if you are out & about find something 

interesting or have a particular subject that you care about or even an 

axe to grind, do let me know and, so long as it is, as they say, õdecent and 

legal ô Iõll be glad to put it in.  Then we may get some fresh ideas and 

views for a change. 

This edition sees a complete guide to all Beer Festivals in Westmorland 

and surrounding areas for 2011. The has been a rise in the number of 

pubs arranging their first beer festival in recent years and most have 

become regular features.  Hereõs to a terrific springtime with the chance 

for us all to enjoy the scenery é.with the beer.    Cheers 

David Currington Editor 
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From the 

Chairé 

2012 Good Beer Guide (GBG) ï Pleasing 

and Disappointing! 

Westmorland CAMRA has recently 
democratically selected itsô entries for the 

next GBG.  We will please those who will 

be in and disappoint those who will not be 

in. 

This is one of the hardest and healthiest 

things that the branch does!  The difficulty 
arises because the editor limits us to only 

twenty-two entries. This year we identified 

fifty establishments (a record) that we felt 

worthy of surveying, thatôs the healthy 

part. 

We also had a record number of surveyors 

ï twelve; plus a record number of 

members, twenty-eight, attending the 

selection meeting.  This attendance it 

encouraging as 28 represents 10% of the 

total branch membership! 

If space in the GBG were unlimited we 

would have probably nominated 40 

establishments this year.  Due to this 

restriction we will be campaigning to re-

introduce ótry alsoô into the GBG.  We will 

also exploring creating a Westmorland 

GBG.    

The greatest news of this story is the recent 

massive growth of interest in real ale, and 

the resulting increase of establishments 

that now consistently serve good quality 

proper beer, some of who will be pleased 

others who will be disappointed when the 

2012 GBG arrives in September this year. 

As you read this the final stages of 

compiling the 2012 and 38th edition of the 

CAMRA Good Beer Guide (GBG) will be 

underway.  For many people the GBG is 
their bible as it lists all breweries and real 

ales that are produced in the UK plus the 

Pubs, Clubs & Hotels that serve good real 

ale on a County basis.  These venues 

cannot buy their way into the GBG, in fact 

all the entries are free and are identified 

and nominated by CAMRA members. It is 

also extremely useful if you are away from 

your home patch and trying to find a good 

pint of real ale. 

So how does this work? CAMRA branches 

regular discuss how their local pubs and 

beers are faring.  This intelligence is used 

to identify which pubs are consistently 

serving good quality real ale and therefore 

worthy of surveying for consideration in 

the GBG. Systematic surveying takes place 
from November to January, and this year 

over 15 Westmorland members were 

involved surveying.  At the selection 

meeting 28 members listened to the results 

of the surveys and then democratically 

voted.  Our branch surveyed 42 venues but 

can only nominate 22 due to space 

constraints in the guide, so competition is 

both very high and healthy. 

What are we looking for?  Once good beer 

quality is established other important 

factors come into play such as how 

welcoming are the staff, LocAle, 

architecture, history, food, creature 

comforts, oversized glasses and do they 

(Continued on page 5) 
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hold a beer festival.  It is always the beer 

that comes first as we believe that if the 
publican looks after his cask beer then 

everything else in the pub - from the 

welcome through food to the state of the 

toilets ï are likely to receive the same 

care.   CAMRA will de-list pubs if the 

beer quality falls below an acceptable 

standard.  You can keep your copy of the 

GBG up to date by visiting 

www.camra.org.uk click on Updates to 

2010 where you will find the changes to 

pubs and breweries.   

The GBG can be sent to CAMRA 

members automatically for an annual 

Direct Debit currently £10.00 or non-
members can purchase the guide from 

bookstores for £15.99.   

I hope this helps you will take more 

interest in the Good Beer Guide and 

discover in September 2010 when the 

GBG is published the results of 
Westmorland CAMRAôs selection and 

2011 entries. 

Chris Holland  

Westmorland CAMRA Chair 

(Continued from page 4) 

 

Obituary ï Dave Shaw, Riflemanôs Arms, Kendal 
 

Dave Shaw was a Burnley lad born and bred and had been a publican 
with his wife Anita (Neat) for many years, both having excellent 

cellarmanship skills   They arrived at the Riflemanôs Arms, Kendal about 
sixteen months ago.  At that time they hadnôt planned to take it on, but 
were asked by the hotel management group to run it alongside their 
then pub in Lancaster - at short notice, and as a temporary measure.  
However, they quickly realised that it was the place for them and was 
where they wanted to stay.  

 I met Dave the day of their arrival, and my eye was drawn immediately 
to his handiwork ï the hand pumps shone like jewels and the bar looked 
the real business!  He talked of his love of good beers and I warmed to 
him and his wonderfully lively grin from the start.   In a short space of 
time he was ñour Daveò to the locals and he and Neat became part of 
the community. 

However, after an illness patiently born he eventually became unable to 
walk unaided or take an active role in running the pub.  He continued to 
take an interest in everything local and made sure he was out to see our 
community events on the green, which since their arrival has always 
very much involved the Riflemanôs.  

He had a love of fishing and a pride in keeping good traditional beers 
and that remained for him to the end.  Dave passed away at his beloved 
Riflemanôs in the second week of February aged just 48.   He will be 
missed by all who knew him. 

Marilyn Molloy 



6 

The Westmorland Branch of CAMRA has 
awarded the Pub of the Season Award for 
Spring 2011 to the Mardale Inn, Bampton.  

Also known as ôThe Mardale Inn at St 
Patricks Wellõ the pub was featured in an 
article on the two pubs in Bampton back 

in the Winter 2008/9 edition.  It had 
recently been purchased by Sebastian, a 

local business man, and converted into 
a successful real ale outlet that soon 
deservedly became an entry in the 

Good Beer Guide.  The pub, with its 

open log fire, has a minimalist 
feel regarding the furniture 
and fittings but has maintained 

a steady policy of serving up 
to 5 well kept Cumbrian ales, 
plus Westonõs draught cider. 

It is a favourite for walkers & 

more mobile visitors to the 

Haweswater area and has 4 

en suite rooms available.  It is 

open all day for most of the 

year and food is normally 

available all day with larger 

menus both lunchtime and for 

evening meals.  In the past weeks 

Sebastian, in order to give more time to 

his business interests, has sold the license 

but not the premises to his good friend 

Adie Rogan, who had been helping for 

some time previously.  Adie is determined 

to keep the pub running along the 

same lines and will remain dedicated to 

serving fine local real ales, which is all 

CAMRA can ask.  We wish him 

continued success. 

Pub of the Season - Spring 2011 

 Mardale Inn, Bampton 
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Visit the Brewery Tap:  

The New Inn, Brampton,  
Nr. Appleby -in-Westmorland 

 (017683) 51231 

Now back under direct control of 

the Brewery 


